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Appendix G, National Planning Policy Advice and Guidance 
 
National Planning Policy Framework (Feb 2019)   
 
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) sets out the Government’s 
planning policies for England and how these should be applied. It states that 
achieving sustainable development means that the planning system has three 
overarching objectives, which are interdependent and need to be pursued in 
mutually supportive ways. These objectives are economic, social and environmental.  
 
Paragraph 2 states:  
 
‘Planning law requires that applications for planning permission be determined in 
accordance with the development plan2, unless material considerations indicate 
otherwise3. The National Planning Policy Framework must be taken into account in 
preparing the development plan, and is a material consideration in planning 
decisions. Planning policies and decisions must also reflect relevant international 
obligations and statutory requirements.’ 
 
Paragraph 12 states:  
 
‘The presumption in favour of sustainable development does not change the 
statutory status of the development plan as the starting point for decision making. 
Where a planning application conflicts with an up-to-date development plan 
(including any neighbourhood plans that form part of the development plan), 
permission should not usually be granted. Local planning authorities may take 
decisions that depart from an up-to-date development plan, but only if material 
considerations in a particular case indicate that the plan should not be followed’ 
 
Paragraphs 49 and 50 in relation to ‘Determining applications’ provide advice on 
potential refusal pf permission on the grounds of prematurity.  
 
Paragraph 50 states:  
 
‘Refusal of planning permission on grounds of prematurity will seldom be justified 
where a draft plan has yet to be submitted for examination;…’ 
 
Paragraphs 61-64 provide advice in relation to housing needs and affordable 
housing 
 
Paragraph 80 in relation to ‘Building a strong, competitive economy’ states:  
 
‘80. Planning policies and decisions should help create the conditions in which 
businesses can invest, expand and adapt. Significant weight should be placed on the 
need to support economic growth and productivity, taking into account both local 
business needs and wider opportunities for development. The approach taken 
should allow each area to build on its strengths, counter any weaknesses and 
address the challenges of the future. This is particularly important where Britain can 
be a global leader in driving innovation40, and in areas with high levels of 
productivity, which should be able to capitalise on their performance and potential.’ 
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The Government’s Industrial Strategy sets out a vision to drive productivity 
improvements across the UK, identifies a number of Grand Challenges facing all 
nations, and sets out a delivery programme to make the UK a leader in four of these: 
artificial intelligence and big data; clean growth; future mobility; and catering for an 
ageing society. HM Government (2017) Industrial Strategy: Building a Britain fit for 
the future.   
 
And at para. 82 states: 
 
‘82. Planning policies and decisions should recognise and address the specific 
locational requirements of different sectors. This includes making provision for 
clusters or networks of knowledge and data-driven, creative or high technology 
industries; and for storage and distribution operations at a variety of scales and in 
suitably accessible locations.’  
 
Paragraph 109, in relation to ‘Promoting sustainable transport’, states:  
 
‘109. Development should only be prevented or refused on highways grounds if 
there would be an unacceptable impact on highway safety, or the residual 
cumulative impacts on the road network would be severe.’ 
 
Paragraph 196, in relation to ‘Conserving and enhancing the historic environment’, 
states:  
 
‘196. Where a development proposal will lead to less than substantial harm to the 
significance of a designated heritage asset, this harm should be weighed against the 
public benefits of the proposal including, where appropriate, securing its optimum 
viable use.’ 
 
National Planning Practice Guidance 
 
Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG) is published by Government to provide further 
detailed guidance on the application of policies set out in the NPPF.  
 
In particular, paragraph 032 (Reference ID: 2a-032-20190722), revision date: 22 07 
2019 states:  
 
‘How can the specific locational requirements of specialist or new sectors be 
addressed? When assessing what land and policy support may be needed for 
different employment uses, it will be important to understand whether there are 
specific requirements in the local market which affect the types of land or premises 
needed. Clustering of certain industries (such as some high tech, engineering, 
digital, creative and logistics activities) can play an important role in supporting 
collaboration, innovation, productivity, and sustainability, as well as in driving the 
economic prospects of the areas in which they locate. Strategic policy-making 
authorities will need to develop a clear understanding of such needs and how they 
might be addressed taking account of relevant evidence and policy within Local 
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Industrial Strategies. For example, this might include the need for greater studio 
capacity, co-working spaces or research facilities. 
 
These needs are often more qualitative in nature and will have to be informed by 
engagement with businesses and occupiers within relevant sectors.’ 
 


